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SPORTS PITCH SYSTEMS BV
Sports Pitch Systems BV aims to provide innovative and first rate 
playing surfaces and associated systems to the sports field con-
struction industry in the global market. The systems we provide 
have been developed through extensive scientific research. Final 
designs will be adapted to suit the needs of each project meet-
ing local conditions and regulations and more importantly to 
meet the client’s expectations. 

Sport has the ability to unite communities and players across the 
globe and SPS values this social aspect to the business. We pride 
ourselves on our ability to supply first class systems to sport 
facility owners and players alike.

ROB DE HEER, DIRECTOR
Rob de Heer provides knowledge and experience spanning 
many years in the natural and synthetic grass industry around 
the world.
Rob has developed a reputation for quality having been involved 
in the construction and management of numerous high profile 
projects.
He understands the need for professional standards required by 
the world’s leading governing bodies such as FIFA, IOC, UEFA and 
has equipped construction teams
with cutting edge technology, training and equipment in order 
to fulfil such high standards.

After completing his Engineering Degree in Land and Water 
Management, Rob focussed on gaining practical experience and 
site management skills at golf course and sports facilities con-
struction projects. In 1994 Rob was invited to join the design and 
construction team for the world renowned A.F.C. Ajax Amster-
dam training academy and the Amsterdam ArenA stadium. These 
projects gained him the expertise to design, construct and man-
age professional pitches in difficult environments created within 
enclosed arenas. Rob was invited to share his knowledge in the 
international sports field construction industry and was awarded 
contracts for the development of the movable pitch systems 
at SBV VItesse Gelredome Arnhem and Arena Auf Schalke, the 
home of FC Schalke 04 in Gelsenkirchen.

From 2001 Rob started to develop natural grass reinforcement 
systems, later defined as hybrid turf systems. Rob has imple-
mented carpet hybrid turf systems in some of the major stadia  
in Europe and the UK as well as to local community sports 
 facilities . 

DEMKO SLOOF, DIRECTOR
Demko Sloof is a trained Civil Engineer who, through his profes-
sional career, has become a reputable specialist in the field of 
polyethylene piping solutions for large and small projects.  Demko 
is known in the industry for his specialism and ability to act as a 
trouble shooter when dealing with complex technical issues. 

Demko has value engineered the undersoil heating methodol-
ogy and has developed cost effective but high quality undersoil 
heating systems and subsurface irrigation systems to support 
the sports field construction industry. He has installed these 
systems in some of the most prominent arenas in Europe such as 
Real Madrid’s Estadio Santiago Bernabeu and the Donbass Arena, 
the home of Shakhtar Donetsk.

In recent years Demko has channelled his expertise into the 
development of sustainable heating and irrigation systems. 
At the Charlton Athletic FC training ground in London, Demko 
developed a fully automated water regeneration system that 
captures all storm and drainage water to be made available for 
the irrigation of 10 playing fields, including a 15.000 m³ water 
storage basin. 

Rob and Demko joined forces in 2019 by establishing Sports 
Pitch Systems BV. The company’s aim is to act as systems and 
 service provider to the sports field construction industry by 
 sharing their knowledge and experiences and expertise. 

LIAM SULLIVAN
Liam provides a different twist with his detailed understanding 
of the construction industry, his experience in the commercial 
side of Project Management combined with his love of sport.

Liam graduated with an Honours Degree in Quantity Surveyor 
and began his career working on major Civils Schemes in the 
UK, which immediately started his understanding of earthworks. 
Working on major schemes such as QE2 Bridge, A13 extension 
and major drainage outfall stations around the UK coastline. 

As his understanding of everything below ground grew he con-
centrated his attention on things above ground specialising in 
finished surfaces. This ranged from specialist stone entrances at 
prestigious Homes and Hotels alongside external works. 
Liam set up a specialist Construction firm in 1999 concentrating 
on finished surfaces. Through his understanding and valuable 
knowledge gained he was also able to assist in value engineer-

ing on some major schemes including David Beckham Football 
 Academy, The Royal Albert Hall and The Savoy Hotel Refurbish-
ment.  In more recent years Liam has focused on consultancy 
helping to deliver difficult projects though out UK, Europe and 
North Africa.

His love of surfaces and sport, especially football, has given 
Liam a wealth of experience of the varying quality of UK playing 
surfaces. Injuries to some of his young football team players, sus-
tained whilst playing on poor synthetic surfaces, prompted Liam 
to investigate alternatives which could be both cost effective and 
produce first class playing conditions all year round. Whilst un-
dertaking an upgrade to a sports pitch Liam met Rob and Demko 
and so began the efforts to deliver first class pitches to both 
children and adults that previously seemed unattainable to most.

SPS ENGINEERS PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL PORTFOLIO:

 NATURAL GRASS FOOTBALL PITCHES

Chievo Verona - Veronello Training Centre, Bardolino, Italy 
Design, supply and installation of 3 natural grass training pitches 
for the professional football team of Chievo Verona.

National Stadium Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Provision of field maintenance equipment and maintenance 
training to stadium ground staff as part of FIFA Goals project.

Galatasaray FC, Türk Telekom Arena, Istanbul, Turkey
Design and quality assurance management for the construction 
of the complete pitch and associated systems.

Fenerbahçe SK, Saracoğlu Stadium, Istanbul
Design and quality assurance management for the reconstruc-
tion of stadium pitch inclusive of under soil heating system and 
irrigation system.

Real Madrid, Estádio Santiago Bernabéu, Madrid
Design and reconstruction of new playing surface including new 
irrigation and undersoil heating system.

Parken Stadium, Copenhagen
Reconstruction of the playing surface including removal of 
 Grassmaster fibre reinforcement system.

Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow, Russia
Installation of the UEFA Champions League Final pitch in 2008.

Oxford United FC, Kassam Stadium, Oxford, UK
Design and construction of the first full size carpet hybrid pitch 
system inclusive of drainage and irrigation system.

Ricoh Arena, Coventry, UK
Design and construction of carpet hybrid stadium pitch inclusive 
of drainage, irrigation and undersoil heating system.

Sporting Portugal, Estadio Alvalade, Lisbon, Portugal 
Reconstruction of stadium pitch and regular returfing operations 
as result of non-football events in summer.

Hampden Park, Glasgow, Scotland
Design and reconstruction of the complete pitch before the 
Champions League Final 2003. The work comprised of removal of 
the Strathair fibre reinforcement system, new irrigation and new 
undersoil heating system. The work was concluded with the instal-
lation of lay & play turf to host the 2003 Champions League final.

Cocan 2010, Angola
Design and construction of 4 stadium pitches and 10 training 
pitches to host the 2010 African Nations Cup.

Shakhtar Donetsk, Donbass Arena, Donetsk, Ukraine  
Design and construction of new stadium pitch, including 
 irrigation, subsurface aeration and undersoil heating systems.

FC Schalke 04, Veltins Arena, Gelsenkirchen, Germany
Design and construction of movable pitch system. Development 
of light weight soil profile and specific drainage, irrigation and 
undersoil heating system.

Vitesse, Gelredome, Arnhem, the Netherlands
Design and construction of movable pitch system. Development 
of light weight soil profile and specific drainage, irrigation and 
undersoil heating system.
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A.F.C. Ajax Youth Academy, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Design and construction of 7 reinforced natural grass training 
pitches plus hard surfacing infrastructure, fencing, floodlighting.

FC Twente, Arke Stadium, Enschede, the Netherlands
Design and construction of new stadium pitch and 6 natural 
grass training pitches at the FC Twente Youth Academy.

Amsterdam ArenA, Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Design and construction of the stadium pitch and 2 training 
pitches, inclusive of drainage, irrigation and undersoil heat-
ing systems. Development and execution of regular returfing 
 operations as part of the Amsterdam ArenA operating model.

Fuji Film Stadium, Breda, the Netherlands
Design and construction of new stadium pitch, inclusive of 
 drainage, irrigation and undersoil heating system.

Stadion Euroborg, Groningen, the Netherlands
Design and quality assurance management of pitch  construction. 
Installation of undersoil heating system. 

 NATURAL GRASS GOLF COURSES

 
Amsterdamsche Golfclub
Earthworks design and calculations, drainage and irrigation 
 system design, complete construction of the 18 holes course.

Golfbaan Spaarnwoude
Technical design and construction of 27 holes extension of 
 existing course. Inclusive of reconstruction of 9 existing holes.

Golfclub Molenberg, Burgh Haamstede 
Technical design of this pitch and putt course, construction and 
maintenance training of local staff.

Twentsche Golf Club, Delden
Design and construction of artificial turf putting green.

 REGULAR RETURFING OPERATIONS

Veltins Arena, Gelsenkirchen 
Amsterdam ArenA, Amsterdam 
Ricoh Arena, Coventry 
Celtic Park, Glasgow
Portman Road, Ipswich 
Stadio delle Alpi, Turin
Estádio José Alvalade, Lisbon 
Estádio do Dragão, 
Celtic Park, Glasgow 
Stade Municipal, Charleroi 
Saracoğlu Stadium, Istanbul 
Stade OJC Lille, Lille
Stadion de Kuip Rotterdam 
Kyocera Stadium. The Hague

Parken Stadium, Copenhagen 
Stade de France, Paris
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Old Trafford, Manchester 
Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 
Estádio Santiago Bernabéu, 
Madrid 
Estádio da Luz, Lisbon
Porto Donbass Arena, Donetsk 
Ibrox Stadium, Glasgow
Türk Telecom Arena, Istanbul 
Rhein Energie Stadion, Köln 
Stadion Willem II
RWE Arena Düsseldorf

 HYBRID GRASS AND NATURAL GRASS 
 REINFORCEMENT SYSTEMS

Kassam Stadium, Oxford, UK Ricoh Arena, Coventry, UK
Princess Park Stadium, Dartford, UK
Manchester United FC Carrington Training Centre, Carrington, UK
KB Hallen, FC Copenhagen Training Academy, Denmark 
UEFA Centre of Excellence, Colovray, Nyon, Switzerland 
Sportpark Zestienhoven, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
G.J.S. Gorinchem, the Netherlands 
vv Drechtstreek & vv Papendrecht, Papendrecht, the Netherlands
Eggendorf Sportzentrum, Eggendorf, Austria
1˚ FC Köln Geissbockheim training ground, Cologne, Germany 
FC Almalyk, Mettallurg Stadium, Almalyk, Uzbekistan
The Valley, Charlton Athletic FC, London, the Netherlands
BV Sportzentrum, Frankfurt / Oder, Germany
RKSGV, Gerwen, the Netherlands
RKVV Nederwetten, the Netherlands
Vouliagmeni stadium, Athens, Greece
GNK Dinamo Zagreb training pitch no 4, Maksimir, Zagreb, Croatia

 ATHLETIC TRACK & FIELD CONSTRUCTION

Lornah Kiplagat Sports Academy, Iten, Kenya
6 lanes Regupol and 5 lane gravel track, full size football pitch infield.

Kenenisa Bekele Sports and Recreational Centre, Sululta, Ethiopia
8 lanes in situ sandwich PU track and 5 lane gravel track.

Sportpark Dijnselburg, av-Vit, Zeist, the Netherlands 
6 lane in situ spraycoat track. 

 ARTIFICIAL TURF FOOTBALL AND RUGBY FIELDS

Sudan SFF National Training Centre, Khartoum, Sudan 
Installation of 2no FIFA 1* artificial turf fields.

Fanny Blankers Koen Sportpark, Almere, the Netherlands 
Installation of 2no artificial turf football training fields including 
subbase construction.

Queens Park FC, Lesser Hampden, Glasgow, Scotland 
Installation of FIFA 2* football field including subbase and e-layer.

Newcastle Falcons Druid Park Training Ground, Newcastle, UK 
Installation of full size IRB approved rugby field.

Durham City AFC, Durham, UK
Installation of full size stadium field meeting FA Community 
Standards.

Powerleague and PlayFootball.net 5-aside centres, UK 
Installation of 200no+ 5-a-side football fields throughout the 
UK. Including subbase, ball rebound fencing, floodlighting and 
infrastructure.

STVV Training Centre, Sint-Truiden, Belgium
Installation of 10.000 m² full size FIFA 2* training pitch inclusive 
of drainage reconstruction of subbase and irrigation system. 

Charlton Athletic FC Training Centre, New Eltham, London, UK
Installation of 2no full size FIFA 2* training pitches inclusive of 
drainage and irrigation as well as water regeneration system and 
water attenuation subbase construction. Inclusive of ball stop 
and spectator fencing, floodlight system and hard surfacing.

 IRRIGATION SYSTEMS AND UNDERSOIL 
 HEATING SYSTEMS

Right to Dream Park Stadium, FC Nordsjaelland, Farum, Denmark
Design and installation of undersoil heating system on Schmitz 
Foam shockpad for artificial turf pitch. Including smart software 
automation and sensors.
 
FC Helsingør Stadium, Helsingør, Denmark
Design and installation of irrigation system for Danish National 
Team training pitch, including water storage basin and pump 
system.

RKC Waalwijk Mandemakers Stadion, Waalwijk, the Netherlands
Design and installation of undersoil heating system for natural 
grass pitch.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Sports Pitch Systems BV
Achterwetering 7B
2871 RK Schoonhoven
The Netherlands

Rob de Heer, mobile
+31 (0)6 41 71 78 20

Demko Sloof, mobile
+31 (0)6 12 69 51 85

info@sportspitchsystems.eu

For more information, project overviews and news please visit 
our website.
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